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JAPANESE | 
SCHOOL-CHILDREN 
WANT PEN-FRIENDS 


HE War Resisters’ Inter- 

national is re-establishing 
contact with Japanese friends, 
and correspondence’ between 
WRI Headquarters and Japan is 
rapidly growing in volume. 

“The one outstanding feature 
of this correspondence,” reports 
the WRI, “is the desire of 
friends in Japan to have per- 
sonal contact with pacifists in 
England. More recently we 
have received requests from 
Japanese school-children to have 
pen-friends in England.” ; 

Some of the most interesting 
contacts the WRI have with Japan- 
ese young people are through the 
many teachers and University pro- 
fessors with whom they are now in 
touch. 

One teacher sends an urgent re- 
quest for English pen-friends from 
some of his young students to whom 
he teaches English. 

Another request has come from ten 
eirls of thirteen years of age and ten 
boys of from fifteen to seventeen 
years of age. Their teacher writes: 
“Can you fail to respond to this 
appeal? i 


3d. 


Just imagine the joyful 
faces of Japanese boys and girls who 
have got a letter from an English 
boy or girl friend whom they respect. 
T shall be very-happy if this plan of 
mine should serve in the promotion 
of international friendship, Expect- 
ing joyful cries from my boys and 
girls.” 

We feel sure there are many boys 
and girls in PPU cireles who would 
wish to respond to these requests for 
friendship from young people of their 
own age in Japan. Would such please 
write ‘to Grace Beaton, the War 
Resisters’ International, Lansbury 
House, 88, Park Avenue, Bush Hill 
Park, Enfield, Middlesex, giving par- 
ticulars of their age and interests. 
The WRI will then link them up with 
a Japanese pen-friend. 


Save Europe Now 


OVER 150 DEPOTS 
FOR ‘LONDON WEEK’ 


First reports of Save Europe 
Now’s “London Week” 
show that at least two sacks of 
clothing have been collected at 
each of the 150 depots estab- 
lished in and around London. A 
considerable amount of food has 

also come in. . 

The public meeting held at Kings- 
way Hall in the middle of the 
“‘ Week” raised over £350. A further 
£8 has been received and more money 
is still coming in. 

The depots have been responsible 
for increased “relief consciousness ” 
in their localities and many are stay- 
ing open for a longer period. 

Friends Relief Service report a 
“terrific response’? to their recent 
Broadeast Appeal. The text of this 
appeal, broadcast by Joe Brayshaw, 
was printed in Peace News last week. 
Between 500 and 700 parcels of cloth- 
ing and footwear are coming in each 
day. 

On one day alone they received 
350 letters enquiring about ad- 
dresses to which to send clothes 
and asking various other questions. 
Betwen July, 1945, and the end of 

November, 1947, over 3,000,000 gar- 

ments, including shoes, have been 

sent to eight European countries. 


THE DANGER OF 
PEA CE—MONGERING 


ATEST recruit to the small band of thinkers urging a war 


to end war—a band that 


includes more than one former 


sponsor of the Peace Pledge Union—is Bertrand Russell. 


Addressing the Royal Empire 
Society last week, Lord Russell 
declared that the only insurance 
against war was “the creation 
of a single world-wide authority 
possessing a monopoly of all 
serious weapons of war,” and 


that, as a step towards this, 
“all those nations. which were 
aware of the urgency of the problem 
should form @ close alliance, involv- 
ing common armaments and common 
defence. This alliance must be willing 
to coerce the recalcitrant minority 
by the threat of war, or, if necessary, 
by war itself.’—-Manchester Guardian, 
Dec. 4. 

Bertrand Russell is not a thinker to 
be dismissed. When Oswald Mosley 
makes a similar proposal, we have 
reason to suspect ulterior motives. 
Bertrand Russell has no love for 
dictatorship, national or global. All 
his antecedents go to prove that his 
demand for a world-wide authority, to 
be established if need be by war, 
arises solely from his deep-seated de- 
sire for world-peace. 


CLEAR SIGHTED 


And this desire for world-peace is 
not merely deep-seated, but clear- 
sighted: for I do not believe we can 
escape the conclusion that if war is 
ever, in any circumstances, justified, 
it is justified ito put an end to war; 
that, in other words, for those who 
are not absolute pacifists, this policy 
of his is right. 

To liken it, as Lord Bruce at. the 
same meeting did, to the policy of 
Hitler, is unfair. “If we are going to 
get world-government through con- 
quest by some nation,” the former 
High Commissioner for Australia re- 
torted, “I would much prefer the 
alternative, that atomic energy 
should be let loose and blot out the 
whole of civilisation, because that was 
what Hitler had in mind—he was 
going to conquer all and there would 
then be peace.” 

The world-government Bertrand 
Russell has in mind is not a national, 
but an international, government. 
His policy far more closely resembles 


by 
F. A. LEA 


that of Abraham Lincoln, when he 
forced Union upon tthe Southern 
States of America by means of a 
ruthless campaign. The advocates of 
world-federation should remember 
how the American Federation was 
secured. 

Why, then, do pacifists reject Ber- 
trand Russell’s proposal? For the 
same reason that they do not join the 
Commintern—in the last resort, be- 
cause they do not believe in peace at 
any price. They know that if they 
once consented to the annihilation of 
whole populations, they would annihi- 
late their own conscience as well. 
And a peace bought by the annihila- 
tion of conscience would not be a 
peace worth having. 

What precise form such a peace 
would take, they do not profess to 
predict, though they may have their 
own surmises. They may recall, for 
example, that Lincoln’s war for the 
Union turned into a war against 
slavery: that the primary object, in 
short, was soon eclipsed by a second- 
ary. They may recall that “ peace of 
a vast prison-house,” which was 
Gandhi’s name for the Pax Brittanica. 

But no analogies are really to the 
point, for war, like tyranny itself, has 
entered a new’ dimension. The 
spiritual devastation wrought by 
obliteration-bombing is proportion- 
ate to the material devastation. 

Where pAcifists do agree with Lord 
Bruce is in preferring that our 
civilisation should be blotted out, 
rather than that the individuals who 
compose it should violate their con- 
science—that conscience which is the 
sole guarantee of all its truly glorious 
achievements. ; 

But are these the only alternatives 
—the implication of a war for world- 
authority, which is peace at the price 
of conscience; and the implication of 
pacifism, which is conscience at the 
price of war? I put the alternatives 
as absolutely as that for the sake of 
absolute clarity. 


In concrete fact, of course, a 
world-authority might be established 
simply through the threat of war; 
similarly, military weakening, which 
is the one political implication of 
pacifism (i.e., of personal war-resist- 
ance), might, by diminishing fear, 
remove one of the causes of aggres- 
sion. 

But it is essential that we should 
see tthe alternatives, even if they are 
only possibilities. It is essential, in 
particular, that npacifists should see 
them, ang not call “the political im- 
plication of pacifism” whatever 
policy they fancy will bring peace. 

‘But are these the only alterna- 
tives? There was a time when 
Bertrand Russell thought otherwise. 
There was a time when he believed 
that war could be ended without the 
need for waging war—by unilateral 
disarmament. 


WHY THE CHANGE? 


Why, then, has he changed his 
mind? 

Is it because, like some pacifists 
themselves, he thinks that unilateral 
disarmament, as a national policy, 
implies personal war-resistance: that 
it implies a period of military weak- 
ening, which might actually precipi- 
tate aggression? 

If so, there are many who could 
put him wise. There are many who 
are prepared to endorse unilateral 
disarmament as a way to peace who 
would never dream of being con- 
scientious objectors. (The pre-war 
PPU was largely made up of them). 

The intention to disarm unilaterally 
could be proclaimed by a parliament- 
ary majority, just as the intention to 
evacuate India and Palestine was 
proclaimed, without any interim of 
piecemeal disarmament. It is cer- 
tainly not beyond the bounds of 
possibility that a non-pacifist country 
which has adopted so many policies, 
on expediency, that pacifists’ have 
advocated on principle, should adopt 
this policy in addition—provided 
there were non-pacifists, as well as 
pacifists, to canvas it. 

The time is ripe for the formation 
of a Unilateral Disarmament League, 
with the sole purpose of securing a 
parliamentary majority, from the 
representatives of every party, in 
favour of this one measure that would 
make war impossible. Will Bertrand 
Russell not give us a lead? 


LOOK AT THE CLOCK! 


“QW OOK at the clock!” is the 

opening injunction of one 
of the most popular of the 
Ingoldsby Legends, though per- 
haps Barnham’s delightful ver- 
sifications are not so familiar 
nowadays. 


However, it is the advice without 
the context which I would wish us to 
heed just-now, and to couple with it 
the no less essential recommendation 
to “Look at the map!” I believe 
that a great deal of airy-fairy stuff 
would not be talked and written in 
“peace” circles if this advice was 
followed consistently. 

My Commentary this week will 
attempt to justify these remarks,.and 
I warn readers that I intend, if I can, 
to make their flesh creep. The facts 
to my mind warrant it, and I am 
going to be thoroughly and uncom- 
promisingly apocalyptic. . 

My theme, which embraces 
major news of world affairs, is 
geopolitics. Most will know what 
that means. Geopolitics, developed in 
the inter-war period and much used 
by the Nazis, offers a_ scientific 
approach to the objective of world 
dominion. It denominates eastern 
Europe, including Russian west of the 
Urals, as the “heart-land” of the 
earth, and shows how the occupier of 
that area can become master of the 
habitable globe. 

Geopolitics did not die with Hitler. 
It has been taken over by Soviet 
Russia—the Power in actual occupa- 
tion of the “heart-land,”’ and ruth- 


the 


lessly and logically applied to a plan 
for world domination which puts 
Hitler completely in the shade. * 

No idealism, sentimentalism, or 
humanitarianism, should be allowed to 
obscure this awful and terrible truth, 
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which makes the third world war in- 
evitable unless the “ peace pioneers ” 
operate in time, a most unlikely 
prospect at present. Look at the 
news! Look at the clock! And look 
at the map! 


Balkan objectives 


ET us try to do all three. First 
item. The federal union of the 
Communised Balkans is advancing 
with rapid strides. Marshal Tito’s 
triumphal tour of Bulgaria, Hungary 
and Rumania proceeds. The first 
stage of the union will be the fusion 
of Yugoslavia and Bulgaria. M. 
Kostov, Vice-Premier of Bulgaria, 
has announced this as “ the union in 
the near future of all Southern Slavs 
and the creation of a common 
Southern Slav country.” Simultane- 
ously, treaties of friendship, co- 
operation, and mutual aid, are due to 
take place between Yugoslavia and 
Hungary, Rumania and Hungary, and 


Rumania and Bulgaria. Other stages 
will unify Hungary, Rumania, Yugo- 
slavia, Bulgaria and albania. The 
United Balkans may then apply for 
admission to the Union of Socialist 
Soviet Republics. Beyond this I be- 
lieve there is contemplated the 
creation of a second Federal Republic, 
consisting of Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Austria and Germany, which also may 
join the U.S.S.R. 

These plans fully explain the delay- 
ing tactics of Russia at the Confer- 
ence of Foreign Ministers in holding 
up a peace settlement with Austria 
and Germany. Russia is not yet 
ready for such a settlement. Her 
Balkan objectives have first to be 
further advanced. Meantime she has 
been using the Conference as a plat- 
form for propaganda speeches de- 
signed to isolate Austria and the 
Russian Zone of Germany more and 
more from western Europe. Austria 
and Germany are as much on the 
danger list today as ever Austria, 
Czechoslovakia and Poland were 
through the geopolitical schemes of 
the Nazis. No Munich, no compromise 
of any sort, will do more than tem- 
porarily prevent the absorption of 
these territories. Look at the map! 

No less on the danger list is Greece, 
and then it will be the turn of Italy. 
Note this: a Rumanian campaign for 
“ Greek democracy ”’ is being built up, 
and Rumanian mountain shock-troops 
now in training are being taught 
Greek. In Hungary, the Army Staff 
Training School has been re-opened, 
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ANGEL IN 
THE DARK 


IR NORMAN ANGEL’S 

broadcast, published in The 
Listener last week, was meant 
to establish a familiar thesis, 
known to the ’30s as Collective 
Security. If Germany in 1914 
had known that “she would 
have to meet the vast array of 
power she finally did meet, she 
would not have challenged it.” 
Similarly in 1939. Therefore, 
the best way to prevent war to- 
day is to threaten Russia with 
an overwhelming alliance. 


Sir Norman is some years out of 
date. In this atomic age victory 
rests with whichever side takes the 
initiative, no matter how vast the 
array of power against it. Those 
countries first peppered with atom- 
bombs would be knocked out before 
thev had started. Collective Security, 
in fine, will work only as long as the 
“peace-loving powers” possess a 
monopoly of the Bomb; it will work 
only as long as there is no likely 
aggressor. 


The illusion that America, because 
she is several years ahead in the 
manufacture of atom-bombs, will 
always be the best-armed state, was 
exploded by Kathleen Lonsdale last 
week, when she pointed out that be- 
yond a certain point, which js quite 
soon reached, the possession or more 
potent or plentiful bombs makes not 
a ha’porth of difference. A grape is 
not more effectively crushed by a 
sledgehammer than it ts by a heel. 
This proposition of Sir Norman 
Angel’s is just another great ‘llusion. 
It is time Collective Security, The 
Balance of Power. and all these other 
Anglo-Saxon platitudes, were rele- 
gated to the museum. 


His vremises, however, were more 
interesting than his conclusions. If 
Russia, he observed—meaning thereby 
the Soviet leaders—“ has ceased to 
believe that the very existence of 
capitalist states means war, and war 
against her, she has suddenly aban- 
doned ‘doctrines held with truly re- 
ligious fervouv, a deep and passionate 
fanaticism.” That is his reason for 
singling out Russia as the potential 
aggressor: and here he shows more 
perspicacity than the writer in The 
New Statesman who replies to him, 
“But Russia does not intend war!” 
For any government that believes 
war to be inevitable, however much 
it may dread or abhor the prospect, 
is bound to choose the best moment 
to precipitate it. Even if Russia’s 
prevarations are, as the Communists 
and fellow-travellers, the hard-boiled 
and the half-baked, tell us, “ purely 
defensive,” it remains true that the 
best means of defence is attack— 
more true today than ever before. 


What is really remarkable, how- 
ever, is that neither the New States- 
man, which cannot understand the 
Marxism it professes, nor Sir Nor- 
man, who does not profess the 
Marxism he understands, ever does 
more than assume that the Russian 
conclusions are untrue—that capital- 
ist and state-capitalist export-drives 
do. not lead to war. “ We have to 
admit that there is more than a little 
evidence to support such conclusions,” 
Sir Norman admits—that is all. 


“More than a little evidence”! 
There is, indeed. And in Russian 
eyes there would be positive proof if 
the nations adopted his proposals. 
The one way of dispelling their jllu- 
sion—if illusion it is—is by demon- 
strating, not in words but deeds, that 
we have renounced war once and for 
ever, 


| 


THE ANATOMY 


OF THE 
I. The 


E are confronted today 


CRISIS 


Legacy 


with the sad spectacle of pro- 


fessional politicians running a hopeless race with reality. 
Always adept at blaming the ills of the world on circumstances 
beyond their control, they now find that there is nobody left to 


blame but themselves. 


The old seapegoats, Hitler, Musso- 
lini, the Yellow Peril of Japan, are 
dead and gone. The up and coming 
scapegoat, Russia, is not yet strong 
or generally disliked enough to have 
the whole burden of our troubles 
heaped upon her shoulders. 

It is during these intervals between 
one excuse for irresponsibility and 
another that we must feel most sorry 
for our leaders. They have never 
learned. how to deal with reality. 
Their training has been confined to 
dealing with the Opposition. 

Today, they cannot even blame the 
war as wholeheartedly as they would 
like to do for the difficulties in which 
they find themselves, because it is 
generally known that they supported 
the war with a myopic enthusiasm 


worthy of Mr. Churchill’s most 
adolescent exhortations. 
Nevertheless, they are ready to 


shift a good deal of responsibility for 
the present situation on to the last 
war, hoping thereby to maintain 
themselves in power long enough to 
make adequate preparations for the 
next one, 


Proving our case 


In doing this they prove much of 
the pacifist case, for it was the con- 
tention of those who opposed the war 
that it would create formidable post- 
war problems that would in their turn 
become pre-war problems. Conse- 
quently, there was a demand for 
peace by negotiation instead of the 
desperate doctrine of unconditional 
surrender, 

That this demand was justified was 
made clear by a remarkable unsigned 
article in The New Statesman of 
June 15, 1946, which has, as far as I 
know, produced no official denial. 

In it, the writer describes the de- 
velopment and organisation of resist- 
ance in Nazi Germany, to the point 
where a combined plan of the Right 
and Left opposition had been arrived 
at to overthrow Hitler and proclaim 
a Genera! Strike. The plan was de- 
layed in execution for various reasons, 
but by the Autumn of 1942—hbefore 
Alamein and Stalingrad—it was 
ready. 


The article proceeds: 

“The question then was, whether, if the 
Opposition was prepared to throw away the 
benefit of the military successes achieved by 
Hitler, it could. count on a fair and just 
Peace, and certain important elements of 
the Opposition insisted on an assurance of 
this before they were prepared to act. It 
wag for thig reason that the Bishop of 
Chichester, who happened to be in Stock- 
holm in May, 1942, was approached by two 


by 
Cyril Hughes 


German pastors and presented with a mem- 
orandum and a request that he ask Winston 

» Churchill publicly te express the willingness 
of the Allies to negotiate with an anti-Nazi 
Government for peace on the basis of the 
Memorandum. 


This Memorandum\ presented very 
satisfactory peace proposals. 


The writer continues: 

“The Bishop returned to London, duly 
presented the document and was informed 
by Mr. Eden personally a fortnight later 
that we were not interested. Not long 
afterwards Mr. Winston Churchill, it) will 
be remembered, after dining with President 
Roosevelt and without reference to his 
Cabinet, joined in a demand for ‘ uncoun- 
ditional surrender.’ . - None of Hitler’s 
Previous successes had delivered such a 
shattering blow to resistance inside Ger- 
many, and it will be ‘fur historians to con- 
sider how long this ¢emand prolunged the 
war and how many lives it cost.” 


One point of encouragement is that 
such an article should appear in a 
journal which supported the war 
effort, so soon after the end of the 
war. Disillusionment with one war 
does not usually make itself felt until 
shortly before the next, so that the 
new generation of warriors may die 
for completely new illusions. 

It is important here and now that 
the tragedy of the war, and of the 
failure to make peace when peace was 
possible, should everywhere be fully 
realised, otherwise there is little hope 
for the future. 


Sanity defeated 


Had the war come to an end even 
only a day sooner than it did by com- 
mon consent, with an admission of 
some degree of common responsibility 
and a common determination to avoid 
tle erimes and follies of the past, it 
would have represented a victory for 
the forces of sanity and decency that 
would have completely transformed 
the aspect of the post-war world, 
grim though. that would still have 
been. 

That it ended as it did is the main 
reason for the hopelessness of the 
world situation today. Peace by 


‘negotiation would have meant a vic- 


tory over war. Peace by exhaustion 
and annihilation meant a victory for 
war. 

It is no use blaming Mr. Churchill, 
though he will undoubtely go down 
into history as the most disastrous 
Prime Minister that this country has 


ARE WE? WERE YOU? 


THE Atom age is here to stay, the 

question is—are we? It was 
that question which the meeting 
organised by the PPU at the Caxton 
Hall, London, on Dec. 1, was meant 
to, put and help to answer. Are We? 
But were You—there? 

We had grand speeches from Kathleen 
Lonsdale and Prof. Pryce, hut only 50 people 
were there to hear them, and most of those 
were not PPU members. It was a bad night, 
but it is interesting how many people will 
find a way of escape in watching a_ royal 
wedding, or respond to the warning from 
press and radio that fog may make getting 
home difficult. 


But what ahout facing realities for a 


change? What about the warnings of the 
danger to homes if atomic energy is prostituted 
to man’s destruction? 

Who should be responsible for meeting after 
meeting of this kind if not we who have 
renounced war and refuse to support or 
sanction another? 

But the meeting cost about £21 and the 
collection was £2 8s. 0d. We cannot subsi- 
dise meetings at that rate without your help. 

May we look to you for a ‘ontributicn dur— 
ing this week towards the cost of the last 
meeting—and the next? 

MAY WE? 

MAUD ROWNTREE. 
Treasurer. 


Contributions to HQ Fund since Nov. 28:2 
£44 5s. 6d. Year’s total to date: £236 14s. 8d. 
Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
“Headquarters Fund,’ to the Treasurer at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


ever had. But Mr. Churchill was a 
symptom, not a cause. He would 
never have been put into a posit.on ot 
responsibility had not the country as. 
x whole been afflicted with mass irre- 
sponsibility. 


False doctrines 


More blame should attach to the 
Labour Party leaders who, knowing: 
what Mr. Churchill was, gave nim the 
support that they did. 

They proclaimed the doctrines of 
peace by high explosive and liberty 
by steel as if they had never studied 
history or elementary logic or the 
Christianity from which the roots of 
British Socialism drew their nourish- 
ment. 

They bemoaned German aggression 
as if they had never heard of the 
economic causes of war. 

Today the Labour Governmen: is 
burdened by a series of insane agrce- 
ments and commitments, trom 
Bretton Woods to Potsdam, entered 
into by the ebullient Mr. Churchill] in 
the course of his wining and dining 
fiestas with his war-time comrades. 
and allies, commitments from which 
the Government cannot escape be- 
cause, as part of the Coalition, it 
approved or condoned them. 

Mr. Churchill had the good time, 
the rest of us have to endure the 
hangover. 

It is at present the task of Mr. 
Ernest Bevin to seek the Promised 
Land through the maze _ of - inter- 
national politics. But Mr. Bevin 
prefers an agricultural life. He has 
announced it as his aim “to sow the 
seeds of peace.” He also insists 
that in order to do this he must have 
200,000 conscripts a year, which is a 
novel version of the old idea of beat- 
ing the swords into ploughshares. 

Where do we go from here? 


Direction: the dilemma 


(CORRESPONDENTS who have 

~  eriticised the Labour Pacifist 
Fellowship’s attitude on the control 
of labour have failed’ to consider the 
very real dilemma which faces the 
present Government if it tries to im- 
plement the alternative nolicy to 
direction. 

Speaking on behalf of the National 
Executive at the Labour Party’s 
annual conference held at Margate in 
May, Mr. Hugh Dalton said: 

‘““. . . if you are going to alter the distri- 
bution of labour between different industries 
you can do it only in one or other of two 
ways. You can do it either hy authoritative 
direction or by the giving of inducements 
to those industries into which you wish to 
attract more labour freely. In the view of 
the National Executive the balance of argu- 
ment lies in favour of seeking to do it by 
arranging and facilitating relative induce- 
ments and advantages for the under-manned 
industries. . - . I advise the conference to 
accept differential inducements in preference 
to direction.” 


The TUC and some of the more 
powerful unions have so far refused 
to accept an overall policy of induce- 
ments. Faced as it is, with the pre- 
sent urgent manpower problems, 
what can the Government do? To 
push through the alternative to direc- 
tion would involve coercion too, until 
the Trade Unions agree. 

There is no evidence whatsoever 
that the Government itself welcomes 
direction of labour, and would not 
prefer the alternative policy that is 
consistent with democratic socialist 
planning. 


Mr. Wellock’s =positive policy for 
this country is'the achievement of a 
balanced economy. Britain ‘* must 
launch a bold agricultural policy .. . 
and grow a very much bigger per- 
centage of her food than she has been 


LETTERS 


in the habit of doing for decades” 
(“ The Third Way.”—p. 27). But this, 
too, would necessitate an even vaster 
movement of labour than the Govern- 
ment’s present policy and_ similar 
difficulties would arise. 

In its consideration-of these pro- 
blems tthe LPF has tried to see them 
as they face the present Government 
and to realise the practical difficulties 
that face it in applying methods con- 
sistent with socialist principles. 

Pacifists who oppose direction on 
nrinciple have q special responsibility 
to work inside their trade unions, and 
educate their fellow workers to real- 
ise their responsibilities in a socialist 
society, thereby making possible a 
policy of inducements which is the 
real alternative to direction of labour. 


RONALD W. HUZZARD. 
52 Glenlock Road, 
N.W.3. 


Last Christmas here 
EASt Christmas I was able, through 


the generosity of friends, ac- 
quaintances and, indeed, complete 


strangers, to collect enough fats, flour, 


eggs, dried fruits, etc., for my wife to 
turn these basic essentials into cakes, 
sausage rolls, etc. These items helped 
considerably a party which we organ- 
ised for the 200 PoWs at the Rearsby 
and Somerby hostels (both now 
closed). 

I am anxious to arrange a New 
Year’s Eve Party for the 500 PoWs at 
94 Camp, of which I am Welfare 
Visitor. If any of your readers 
would care to send a contribution in 
kind I should be tremendously grate- 
ful. Cigarettes, chocolate, flour, mar- 
garine, raisins, sausage meat, etc., 
would be of the greatest value. Each 
contributor will receive an acknow- 
ledzgment from the Camp Leader. It 
would be nice if a brief New Year’s 
Message could accompany each contri- 
bution (please give full name and 
address in block letters) which I 
could pass on to the men concerned. 
The party is to take place on Dec. 31, 
so perishable goods should not reach 
me too soon! 

This will be my last Christmas ap- 
peal on behalf of the prisoners 
in 94 Camp. If there is any 
thing of value in the little I have been 
able to do for these men, entirely 
through the kindness of others, during 
these past two years, may I ask for a 
generous response. From the many 
letters I still receive from repatriated 
men and _ their families I know how 
much last year’s party was appre- 
ciated. 


A. J, GOWING. 


Kirby House, Syston, Leicester. 
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A cameo of Palestinian peace 


By LOLA LANDAU 


T one of the sideways of Naharia, resembling a chessboard 
with its neat and regular green plots and white bungalows, 
you are suddenly struck by the sight of a flower-garden where 


an abundance of colours display 


a dazzling beauty. 

Side by side on their flower-beds 
blossoms of all kinds of shapes and 
shades unfold themselves in vivid con- 
trast to melt however into one joyful 
harmony. There are the delicate rose 
and china blue tints of sweet peas 
next to the pompous red and violet of 
the stocks. There are the orange 
golden flames of the African daisies 
with their graceful skirts like ballet 
dancers. They agree perfectly witn 
their neighbours, the stiff warrior-like 
blue larkspurs. Marigolds, pansies, 
wallflowers are swaying in the same 
soft rhythm of the sea breeze. The 
roses are just opening, every bud 
offering a charming surprise. 
Flowers, nothing but flowers, you just 
have to stop and to gaze, and as 
there is no fence, even to step inside. 

A young sunburnt woman is coming 
out of the wooden hut to meet me on 
the narrow path. “Do you want to 
buy some flowers?” she is asking with 
a friendly smile. I feel a little em- 
barrassed having stolen the beauty 
with my eyes without any intention 
‘of buying. “Of course,” I hasten to 
reply. ‘May I look round?” 


From Mount Tabor 


“ Perhaps you would like a mixed 
bunch, a suramer bunch, as we call 
it?” and following my gaze she adds: 
“Those long ornamental flowers are 
novelties, they are Tabor flowers, 
growing wild on Mount Tabor. They 
are a new experiment of ours.” 

My look, having lingered on those 
original flowers with their thick gre3zn 
spike and small heaven-blue blossoms, 
returns to the face of the young 
woman gardener. “So you can make 
a good living by selling flowers at this 
place, only flowers?” 

The smile suddenly drops from her 
face, it turns serious and hard, the 
face of a Palestinian worker. “ Yes, 
I can. After some years of hard 
effort we have been successful. My 
husband and I do not only sell to the 
summer guests, but to nearly all the 
hotels and boarding houses for decor- 
ating their rooms. But we had to 
educate people to love flowers, we had 
to create a need.” She is bending 
down to choose and cut carefully some 
flowers for my bunch, 

“So it is worth while, that job, the 
whole year round?” I inquire, watch- 
ing her quick skilled movements. 

A slight frown shows on_ her 
weather-burnt face. “Oh, it is satis- 
factory, but not so much from the 
business point of view. We are not 
like flower sellers in the town, we are 
gardeners, and flowers for us can 
never be only merchandise. You see, 
flowers are living beings, individuals.” 


Psychology needed 


“T understand, there are really two 
jobs at the same time, growing and 
selling.” 

“May. be. But you cannot sell 
flowers like vegetables. This busi- 
ness wants psychology. . 

“Every one needs something differ- 
ent. Sometimes it is great fun to 
guess the wishes. There are special 
flowers for courting and making love, 
others for show when you open a new 
There are flowers for adver- 
tisement and flowers for sentiment. 

“Look here, those pansies are the 
favourite flowers of children. Child- 
ren just love them, I suppose, because 
they have real faces with their spots 
and patterns. Sometimes we give 
them to children begging for them.” 
She chuckles. “And there are the 
favourite flowers of old ladies; wall- 
flowers bring sweet memories of old 
fashioned gardens.” Suddenly she is 
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interrupting herself to rush off to the 
bed of carnations which are still in 
bud, tearing out a withered plant. 

“There is is again, the beast, the 
‘nouse burrowing like a mole. It is 
eating up all the roots. I must tell 
my husband to put an automatic pistol 
under the ground.” 

“ Have you to fight much vermin?” 
I inquire. 


Fifth column 


that is our continual 
struggle. And what cunning tricks 
the insects use. They even have a 
- kind of fifth column. Look at this!” 
She has nicked a marigold, pointing 
to the green seeds inside which are 
rolled up like small claws. “ Do you 
notice that peculiar form of the seeds 
—catclaw is the Hebrew name for 
this flower. But you do not notice 
that one of these green seeds is a 
tiny caterpillar using mimicry not to 
be discovered in its destructive feast.” 
The woman gardener takes the small 
worm out of the flower, crushing it 
between her fingers. Then she calls 
her husband, a young man with in- 
telligent refined features who is 
weeding some beds at the back of the 
garden. He gives her an assuring 
_smile, “T have already set up the 
trap under the ground,” he says. 
“Ts your husband an expert, too?” 


“ Yes, 


From Germany 


“He is an experienced gardener 
just as I am. He had several years 
of training in a high school for gar- 
dening in Germany,” and_ bending 
again to the flowers, she continues to 
tell me her story. 

“In the first- years after our im- 
migration there was no need for 
gardeners in Naharia, times were 
difficult, and we had to do all kinds 
of odd jobs. It was just by chance 
that the idea of a flower-garden 
entered my mind. 

“One afternoon, rather tired after 
having scrubbed floors for hours in a 
strange household, I went for a little 
walk. It was spring, the ground was 
covered with wild flowers. I just 
picked a bunch for our room, but when 
I returned to Naharia, people, tourists 
meeting me on the road, were so de- 
lighted with the beauty of the bunch 
that they wanted to buy it. I gave 
the bunch to them for nothing of 
course, but that was how it started. 

“With borrowed capital we bought 
a small piece of land, a relation of 
ours sent us seeds from South Africa, 
and when the flowers—all familiar to 
us—were growing up, we were aston- 
ished, how the Palestinian sun gave 
a new, more lively, beauty to them. It 
means hard work, from dawn to the 
night in the season, but we are im- 


proving and experimenting; our next 
great aim is to build a hothouse.” 

While speaking her busy fingers 
have arranged the flowers to a fas- 
cinating bunch, in which perhaps 
twelve different kinds of flowers are 
put together. From the snow-white 
of the marguerites to the blue-black 
of tthe pansies you have all shades, 
the whole palette of a painter, It is 
a piece of art, out of which radiates 
Ae splendour of a Palestinian summer 

ay. 

After taking leave I still watch the 
man and the woman tenderly bowing 
over the flowers, as if they were 
children. 


INDIA 


The Bunch of Flowers 


—British 


for political and social change. 

Amenities like the railways, for 
instance, were brought into being 
more to facilitate the exploitation of 
India than for her benefit. Nehru 
says: 

The British were a political and military 
organisation, having very able leaders who 
took full advantage of the disunity and 
rivalries of the Indian powers. In organi- 
sation and technique, India was backward. 
The existing Indian social structure had 
become inadequate for present needs.* 


In due course, the families of the 
British administration came to live 
in India, but there were no points of 
contact between them and the I:.dian 
people. 

Indian people, in fact, have seemed 
to me to be far more appreciative of 
the best things of England, of her 
literature with its high and _ noble 
thinking and certain abilities of the 
English people, than we in India as 
a whole, were sensitive to, say, the 
beauty of the teachings of_ Shri 
Ramakrishna and his disciple, Swami 
Vivekananda and later of the great- 
ness of Gandhiji himself. 

Even Christian missionaries as a 
whole have a_ prejudice against 
Gandhiji. Thus the gulf between 
East and West widened. 


Poverty and wealth 


Another great tfagedy is the 
appalling poverty of India. If an 
equivalent of the money received by 
exploiting India had been spent on 
discovering and releasing all ‘the 
potential wealth of the country; if 
disinterested work in a_ spirit of 
mutual appreciation had taken the 
place of exploitation, what a tremend- 
ous step forward the world would 
have taken. Instead, what do we 
find? 

When industrialism developed in 
England the British market was 
closed to Indian products and _ the 
Indian market opened to _ British 
manufacturers. Indian goods were 
excluded from Britain by legislation, 
which influenced other foreign mar- 
kets also. 

Vigorous attempts were made_ to 
restrict and crush Indian manufac- 
tures by internal duties, ete., which 
prevented the flow of Indian goods 
within the country itself. British 
goods had free entry. The Indian 
textile industry collapsed, affecting 
large numbers of weavers and arti- 
sans. 


Crafts die out 


This process spread gradually with 
the expansion of British rule and the 
building of railways, and continued 
throughout the nineteenth century, 


UR TWO NEW: 


Lola Landau, who has been living in Palestine, was formerly a 
member of the German section of the WRI. She will be returning to 
Palestine in the near future, und we hope to publish her further im= 
pressions of life in the new Jewish and Arab States. 


Margaret Jones, who has been living for the last eight years 
among Indian villagers, teaching them the elements of social hygiene 
and nursing, is a personal friend of Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Nehru. She 
returned to England early this year, but almost immediately left for 
the Punjab, where her services were urgently required. We hope to 
publish her impressions of life in the new Indian Dominions. 


——CONTRIBUTOR 


breaking up many old industries and 
erafts such as shipbuilding, metal 
work, glass and paper. The new 1n- 


dustrial technique crushed the old; 
no attempt was made to apply the 
new technique to India 

Indeed, this was actually dis- 
couraged. Machinery could not be 
imported into India. A vacuum was 
thus created which could only be filled 
by British goods, and thus we got 
rapidly increasing unemployment and 
poverty. 

India became an agricultural colony 
of industrial England, supplying raw 
materials and providing markets for 
England’s industrial goods. 

People died in tens of millions. 

The English Governor General of 
India, Lord Bentwick, reportea in 1834 
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and Indian 


by Margaret Jones 


HE British, when they first went to India, represented the 
most reactionary part of British society, opposing all work 


that ‘the misery hardly finds a 
parallel in the history of commerce. 
The bones of cotton weavers are 
bleaching the plains of India.” 

India became progressively rural- 
ised. Disease and illiteracy sprung 
up from this poverty and u:der- 
nourishment. 


Land control 


From a sort of communal owner- 
ship of the produce of the land, 
because the British Governors pro- 
duced an English system of control 
over the land and its produce, there 
came control by landlords, themselves 
servants of the Government. Thus 
came the breakdown of the village 
community and the co-operative 
system of services and _ functions 
began to disappear gradually. 

Nehru further says: 


In later years there developed in that 
close and well-knit corporation called the 
Indian Civil Service the world’s most 
tenacious trade union. They ran India, they 
were India, and anything that was harmful 
to their interests must of necessity be in- 
jurious to India. 

From the Indian Civil Service and the king 
of history and record of current events that 
was placed before them, this conception 
spread in varying degrees, to the different 
strata of the British people. The ruling 
class naturally shared it in fall measure, 
hut even the worker and the farmer were 
influenced by it to some slight extent and 
were taught to feel in spite of their subor- 
dinate position in their own country the 
Pride of possession and empire. 

That same worker or farmer, if he came 
to India, inevitably belonged to the ruling 
class here. He was totally ignorant af 
India’s history and culture and he accepted 
the prevathing ideology of the British in 
India for he had no other standards by 
which to judge... 


The small English-educated class (of 
Indians) re-acted with admiration and 
acceptance of everything western. 

Now we -can_ understand the 


estrangement between Indian nation- 
alists and the British Government. 
The dominant impulse in India under 
British rule was fear—of the army, 
police, secret service, the official class, 
laws of suppression, prison, money- 
lender, unemployment and starvation. 
This was deplored by Gandhi and 
many other Indian leaders who fought 
the British Government with weapons 
of “non-violence of the strong,” as 
Gandhi calls it. 

It requires the humility of Jesus 
to see how rich are the gifts which 
India treasures and is ready to share 
with us, if we will only show the 
desire to know them. It is not too 
late to begin now. 


A message of hope 


My eight years’ sojourn in India 
has made me feel that, again, from 
the East is to come a message of 
salvation and hope for the world. 

The great truth that India is 
struggling to realise is that unity 
exists in the midst of diversities, that 
harnessed to great and noble ideals, 
men of different religions, different 
races and different temperaments can 
pull together and create a_ society 
wherein the very existence of diverse 
talents and personalities gives added 
interest and beauty to the whole 
community. 

This takes place when people are 
loyal and active for a great common 
cause beyond themselves, in which 
their whole personalities can grow 
and be expressed and something of 
the nature of the whole be absorbed 
back into each individual. 

Here there will be room for people 
to be persons. Arts and crafts will 
flourish, and once again there will be 
dancing and music. 

In India, one feels that somewhere, 
waiting to be born, lies this healing 
spirit. Perhaps just now it is the 
birth-pangs of this great gift that is 
shaking India—perhaps she will find 
Kismet in an ultimate union of all 
in India and Pakistan. 

From India I think there is to come 
a vision of that life which Jesus came 
to bring—Abundant Life—not meas- 
ured in terms of possessions, but im 
terms of the spirit—something which 
India has understood from time 
immemorial. 


*The Discovery of India,” by Pandit Nehru. 
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“T knew a 
Doctor... 


Il, IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


GERMAN doctor and his 
wife, both of them Jews, 
were sent by Hitler’s orders 
from one concentration camp 
after another in Czechoslovakia. 
Eventually they came to one in 
which a thousand Jews were sent to 
the gas chamber every day. 

Oue morning the doctor’s wife was 
included in the daily batch. 

A long future stretched out before 
him. 

Human beings can be poisoned by 
hate. The passion for revenge may 
burn one up. Despair may take pos- 
session of a man, a creeping numb- 
negg that gradually becomes total. 

He chose the other alternative, to 
let God work the miracle of forgive- 
ness in him. 


3) 


by 
MURIEL LESTER 


It’s painful of course, to get rid of 
a vigorous growth like bitterness. 
When it has gone really deep, to drag 
its roots up out of one’s heart is ac- 
tual agony. It feels ag though one’s 
heart must be dragged out too. 


But he effected the transaction. 

As soon as the war ended he was 
asked to take the post of Medical 
Superintendent in a hastily impro- 
vised home for children whose parents 
had been victims of Hitler. He glad- 
ly accepted the responsibility. 

This home consisted of three big 
castles on the banks of the river that 
runs through Prague. A band of 
internationally - minded Christians 
had, at the moment of liberation, ap- 
plied for the use of these castles as 
goon as they should be vacated by the 
German military. The new Czech 
Government gave them the meeded 
license. 


Transformation 


After a week’s scrubbing and clean- 
ing, scores of sad-eyed, neglected, 
lonely children were installed. Here 
they scon picked up health and spir- 
its. They found so many friends, so 
much laughter, such joy. 

Wherever the doctor went, chiidren 
ran to him, They found him a good 
person to be near. 


After a year’s care they were ready 
to be reunited to their parents, now 
also built up in health and rehabili- 
tated. 

The little group jn charge of the 
castles had been thinking hard about 
what sort of children they shouid next 
briny to the home. 

They came to a very unpopular 
conclusion which would probably 
mean that the generous public sup- 
port they had enjoyed hitherto would 
be cut off, but their decision was inne- 
vocable. The concentration camps in 
Czechoslovakia were by now filled 
nvith Gestapo officials, torturers and 
other Nazis. What was happening to 
their children ? Surely these needed 
the Home now. 

They were brought in. 

And so in quiet joy the German 
Jewish doctor started looking after 
the children of his wife’s murderers. 

God has not left Himself without 
witness on this planet. His visible 
power, the spiritual energy He evokes 
from man iis more reliable, more 
lasting than the energy released 
from the atom. 
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TRAVE 


‘HEN you go abroad one 
of the most common re- 
marks you hear made by fellow- 
travellers is something along 
these lines: “It’s a pity that 
more people do not have the 
desire or the opportunity to 
,travel in other lands—to meet 
the men and women of other 
countries—because if this was 
i possible they would quickly dis- 
cover that the big majority of 
men and women everywhere are 
desperately anxious for friend- 
ship and peace.” 


PASTORAL 


“IF THOU KILLEST .. .” 


plicit than ‘St. James’ 
declaration, “If thou killest, 
thou art become a transgressor 
of the law,” i.e., the immutable 
law of God. 

There is a rather common theory 
that man may be governed by reason, 
that by a process of ratiocimation he 
may discover for himself the rules of 
conduct, and order his life by them. 
| He may “lean to his own understand- 
ing,” and dit will be an all-sufficient 


guide. The Apostles all declare this 
to be a terrible fallacy. “The world 
by wisdom knew not God,” nor the 
law of God. Ome little flaw in the 
argument will vitiate the whole con- 
clusion, ond may lead into “ the broad 
way’ that ends in perdition. 


* * * 


The universe was created not by 
man, but by God. The Creator iis 
the Lawgiver, and He thas unequi- 
vocably revealed and proclaimed His 
law, “Do not Kill’ The law is 
uttered not im the indicative, but in 
the imperative mood. : 

Men everywhere feel its imperative, 
and in sane moments shrink from 
disregarding it, and whensoever, and 
however much they may seek to justi- 
fy its violation, under certain con- 
ditions, the violation carries with it 
“the curse of Cain.” 

It is often held that the Apostle 
refers only to private murder, and not 
to organised and collective human 
slaughter ordered by governments. 
Thus the Thirty-seventh Article of 
the Church, “ The laws of the Realm 
may punish Christian men with 
death, for heinous and grievous 
offences. It is lawful for Christian 
men at the’ commandment of the 
Magistrate, to wear weapons and 
serve in his wars.” Hence the Magis- 
trate is above the law of God, and 
Christian men violating it at his com- 
mand are guiltless. 

= * s 

What apostacy! What a gratuit- 
| ous assumption ! The Apostle men- 
| tions no such exception, and if such 
an exception were permissable, in a 
matter of such vital importance, he 
surely would have mentioned it. More- 
over, the fact that the Apostle 
proclaims his ethic in the very letter 
where he speaks of wars and says: 
“Whence come wars and fightings 
among you? Come they not hence, 
even of your lusts that war jin your 
members ? "this assuredly rules out 
the legitimacy of States viclating the 
law of God with impunity. 

The early Christians admitted no 
such exceptions. 
judgment was voiced by Lactantius: 
“When God prohibits killing, He not 
only forbids us to commit brigand- 
age, but He warns us that not even 
those things which are regarded as 
legal among men are to be done. And 
so it will not be lawful for a just man 
to serve ag a soldier; for justice it- 
self igs (his military service, nor to 
accuse anyone of a capital offence, be- 
cause it makes no difference whether 
thou kill with a sword or with a 
word, since killing itself is forbidden. 
And so in this commandment of God, 
no exception at all ought to be made 
(to the rule) that it is always wrong 
to kill a man whom God has wished to 
be a sacrosanct creature.” 


kiMest, 


gressor . 2 


(Rev.) EDWIN FOLEY. 
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OTHING could be more ex- | 


Their unanimous | 


Consider, my brother! Will you 
obey men, sophisms, or God? Con- 
sider the. divine oracle, “If thou | 


thou art become a trans-, 


' 
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Travel, the opportunity it gives one 
of mixing freely with people in differ- 
ent countries, soon compels one to 
recognise that the Browns and Jones 
and Robinsons of London and Paris, 
of Berne and Prague andso on, are all 
very much alike. You pass over, 
say, the Swiss border into Austria, 
and arrive at your first Austrian rail- 
way station, But except that the 
people there speak a different lane 
guage—though not so very different— 
there is little to indicate that the 
Station-Master, the Porters, and the 
passengers on the platform belong to 
a different nationality than those on 
the Swiss border station you have 
just left. On both platforms you 
observe that officials and passengers 
behave in a very similar manner—in 
fact, in the same kind of way that 
railway officials and railway passen- 
gers behave on railway station plat- 
forms in almost any part of the world. 

Now all this is not so insignificant 
and unimportant as it may appear to 
be. For when you are travelling on 
the railways of Europe, you find, if 
you observe the usual rules that are 
made for the comfort of passengers, 
that you are accepted as just another 
passenger by the railway officials, and 
as just another fellow-traveller by 
your fellow-passengers; and that as a 
matter of fact, your actual nation- 
ality makes no difference to you or to 
anybody else. It confers no special 
privileges nor creates any special 
obligations. 

And, noting all this, you begin to 
wonder how ever any of these people 
in the various countries you travel in, 
and the people of all nations you find 
yourself travelling with, could ever 
come to be regarded as “enemies ” 
of one another — “enemixs ” 


whom you might one day be called 

upon to hate and fight and kill. x 
And you begin to question the wis- 

dom of the politicians who talk about 
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Western blocs and Eastern blocs and 
about their respective “ spheres of in- 
fluence’ in Europe; and who devise 
Tariffs, and make artificial boundaries 
and borders, and who by all their 
schemings and devices, create ten- 
sions and suspicions, and fears, and 
ill-will which divide the peoples of 
Europe inte hostile camps and 
enemies of one another; so that if 
their schemes should go awry and 
clash with one anothers, the common 
people of their various countries 
might be more easily induced to fight 
one another in order to settle their 
political differences. 

One inevitably recalled Thomas 
Hardy’s poem: “The Man I Killed.” 

Had he and I but met by 

ancient Inn, 

We should have set us down te wet right 

many a nipperkin. 

But ranged as infantry and staring face 

to face— 

I shot at him as he at me—and killed him 

in his place. 

I shot him dead because—because he was 

my foe. 

Just so, my foe: Of course he was—that's 

clear enough! 

Yet—quaint and curious war is—You shoot 

a fellow down 

You'd treat—if met where any Bar is—or 

help to half-a-crown. 

“A nation that does not travel, 
wrote Lord Balfour, “is a pation that 
is doomed today.” True—and if our 
Government and the Governments of 
other lands could be persuaded to 
spend only a fraction of what they 
spend today on preparations for war, 
on friendship tours which would en- 
able the people of their countries to 
visit one another—the spectre of want 
and war would quickly be dispelled 
from our midst—for my travels in 
many parts of the world have con- 
vinced me that the ordinary folk 
everywhere have the will, and given 
the freedom and the opportunity 
would soon find the way—to build a 
world of prosperity and peace for 
themselves. 


some old 


always been. 


What we call education has become a means of defending 
ourselves against the criticism of our children. 
of confusion, not of elucidation. 
harmless if he doesn’t know any facts, and children in general 


THE INVADER 


is a weekly news-sheet for children. 
as clear a picture as possible of what is going on in the world; 
to help them to learn those things their teachers are unable or 
unwilling to teach them; to help them to think for themselves. 
It is not political, because children are not concerned with the 
contentious ideals of their elders. ¢ 


A public company is being formed for the publication of The 


Invader. 


ly dangerous. 


For once the future is a little in your hands. 


Specimen issue and form of application for shares can be 


| 
haven't access to any facts. 
obtained from 


THE INVADER 
is coming 


Of all our problems, one is immediate and 
specific: it is the avoidance of large-scale warfare. 


If large-scale warfare is not avoided, all our other problems 
contain an unpredictable element and are incapable of solution. 


If all the members of all the governments of the world were 
mature and responsible and had sufficient relevant knowledge, 
this problem would be resolved: sane men are sane men the world 
over, and are capable of working together for the general good. 


Unfortunately there is no hope whatsoever of ensuring that 
governments are made up of such men, unless by a miracle the 
world were filled with new people. 
even of confidence—that new people do come into the world daily; 
but these new people—these children—are immediately snatched 
up by the old and made as like themselves as possible. 


But the children are still good—as good as they have 

Their intelligence and confidence, their ability 
to learn and profit by experience, are wholly unimpaired. As 
we are in so poor a position to help them, we must try to 

. provide for them the means of helping themselves. 
our children to obey rather than to think, to believe rather 
than to criticise, to respect fools rather than to recognise their 
foolishness, we shall have our children where we want them 
and the world on the dust-heap. 


r . By the buying of even one share and by promoting the 
circulation of the paper, you will bz helping by that much to estab- 
lish life and sanity in an environment that is becoming increasing- 


It may be a source of hope— 


If we train 


It is a process 
The most merciless critie is 


Its object is to give them 
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Kibblestone Hall, Stone Staffs. 


FUTILITY OF CONSCRIPTION 


ILITARY conscription has 
been described as the 
nationalisation of war, and 
correctly so. Conscription as a 
method of raising an army was 
a historical development which 
became inevitable in  indus- 
trialised nation-states from the 
beginning of the Industrial 
Revolution. 


The existence of a world of sover- 
eign nation-states without any supra- 
national authority leads naturally to 
the maintenance of separate armies 
in each state, and to perpetual econo- 
mic competition, rivalry and fear be- 
tween nation-states. 


Small standing armies sufficed in 
the days of bows and arrows, when 
casualties were few and easily made 
good. <A transformation has been 
wrought by the continually increasing 
destructive power of weapons of war, 
culminating in the supreme instru- 
ment of cold-blooded massacre, the 
atomic bomb. 


Logic of war 


War casualties nowadays amongst 
armed forces and civilians are mea- 
sured in millions, due to the applica- 
tion of scientific methods of mass- 
destruction made possible in a highly 
industrialised society. It is clear that 
whoever supports war must, logically 
support both military and industrial 
conscription, which are necessary to 
fill the gaps caused by war’s millions 
of casualties. 


In a world where economic war 


-never ceases between the nations. it is 


grimly accepted that we never Know 
when the shooting war may start 
again, and so conscription in peacetime 
is introduced or perpetuated in order 
that we may be “ready” when total 
war is again unleashed. 


The argument against conscription 
is the argument against war, against 
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nationalism, against the blind sub- 
servience of peoples to power-politics 


‘and the militaristic orders of their 


governments. The only basis for a 
consistent stand against conscription 
is that of international socialism, op- 
posing capitalism, imperialism -and 
nationalism, and proclaiming World- 
Government, universal co-operation 
and love. 


It gives security 


A common argument for conscrip- 
tion is that it gives security and pre- 
vents war. The fallacy of this argu- 
ment is obvious ‘when we recollect that 
although Britain, France, Russia, 
Italy, Germany and Japan all had 
conscription before the war broke out 
in 1939, not one of those countries was 
saved from being involved in that war. 
National security is an  illusion— 
security can have a firm and lasting 
basis only if it is realised on a world 
seale. Conscript armies are the symp- 
tom and symbol of a world of conflict- 
ing, selfish nation-states. Conscription 
accentuates fears and _ stimulates 
hatred between nations, and can never 
produce security. 


Conscription is democratic 


The assertion that conscription is 
democratic is advanced by Labour 
Party members almost as often as by 
Conservatives—a sad betrayal of Keir 
Hardie’s internationalism. We are 
told that because democratic Contin- 
ental countries have conscription, it 
must be democratic. Might one ask 
then whether conscription in the dic- 
tator countries, Germany, Italy and 
Japan was also democratic and 
praiseworthy ? 


There can be no true democracy 
where men are robbed of their 
rightful freedom. 


There is, in fact, no greater depri- 
vation of freedom than the compul- 
sory subjugation of a lad of 18 to a 
military system, which teaches him 
how to destroy his fellow-creatures 
inhumanly —_ and indiscriminately. 
What is even worse than the instruc- 
tion in killing is the suppression of 
the conscript’s mental, moral and 
physical freedom. “Their’s not to 
reason why—their’s but to do or die.” 
This is sheer elevation of blind un- 
reasoning emotion as the controller of 
man’s actions. 


Man! Use your brains and cast off 
the chains of military slavery. 


A good education 


“ Ah,” says the conscriptionist,” at 
least you can’t deny that the lads in 
the army get a good education, and 
the discipline does them a world of 
good.” 

Military training is schooling in 
methods of cold-blooded hate and vio- 
lence, the effects of which are being 


| felt now in the serious post-war crime 


wave in this and other countries. 
Another terrible social evil directly 


caused by conscription is the spread 
of venereal diseases. Lord Moran has 
given the statistics of V.D. in the 
British armies of occupation as 185 
per 1,000 in Germany, and 168 per 
1,000 in Austria and Italy, and these 
figures include only those who suffer 
physically, whereas many more under- 
go moral contagion. Is this state of 
affairs evidence of the educational 
and disciplinary value of our con- 
seript army ? 


Atomic warfare calls for it 


The atomic bomb js, according to the 
Government’s White Paper on De- 
fence, the main reason for maintain- 
ing conscription. Atomic bombs are 
so immensely destructive that defence 
against them js visualised in terms of 
a vext conscript army widely dis- 
persed, providing sufficient reserves 
to enable war to be continued despite 
very heavy casualties. This argument 
completely fails to take account of 
the nature of a new war involving the 
use of rocket-propelled atomic bombs, 
germ warfare, and chemical and bio- 
logical warfare. 


An aggressor nation with these 
weapons at its disposal could annihi- 
late all important military and in- 
dustrial centres in Britain within 24 
hours. How could the possession of 
the largest conscript army save us 
from extinction ? 


Our only hope 


Surely our only hope is to abandon 
the fearful madness of preparation for 
atomic war, which would be national 
and international] suicide. 


_ There tg an alternative, there is yet 
time for men to turn to sanity. 


Let us take risks for peace, re- 
nounce war and all the evils it pro- 
duces, and disarm unilaterally. 


If we try to remain a third-rate 
military power in semi-alliance with 
either USA or USSR, our conscript 
army will be a factor tending to prd- 
voke war, and in the event of war, 
vulnerable Britain would certainiy 
perish in an atomic holocaust inflicted 
by one of the belligerents. 


By renouncing armies and conscrip- 
tion we should become realists, recog- 
nising that training young men for 
war is as futile as a war-preventative 
as it ig morally bad and corrupting. 
Such a gesture of peace would give 
fresh hope to a war-maimed world, 
and might well lead other nations to 
take a mere confident and co-operative 
view, and pave the way for world 
wide total disarmament and a world 
society without frontiers. 


| RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


© This pledge. signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
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Amnesty delay 
protest by 480 
leading U.S. citizens 


FrOUR hundred and eighty persons, 

including leading ministers, pro- 
fessors and authors from all parts 
of the country have addressed a joint 
letter to President Truman, urging 
him to declare a general amnesty for 
conscientious objectors and other Se- 
lective Service violators without 
further delay. 

Among those signing are Professor 
Albert finstein, Princeton Univers- 
ity; Emily Greene Balch, 1946 Nobel 
Peace Prize winner; Pearl Buck, 
author; Professor Rexford Guy Tug- 
well, University of Chicago; Dr. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, Riverside 
Church, New York; Arthur Garfield 
Hays, lawyer; Professor Reinhold 
Niebuhr, Union Theological Semin- 
ary, New York; Paul Cadmus, artist; 
John Van Draten, playwright, Blanche 
Yurka, actress; Bishop Francis J. 
McConnell, Methodist Church, Port- 
land, Oregon, Edmund Wilson, author; 
the Rev. Paul Hanly Furfey. 


DEEP DISAPPOINTMENT 


“It is a matter of deep disappoint- 
ment to us,” the letter declares, ‘“‘ that 
more than two years after the end of 


|the war and seven months after the 


expiration of the Selective Training 
and Service Act of 1940, no amnesty 
has been granted conscientious objec- 
tors, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and other 
persons convicted of violating that 
law. Seven hundred men remain in 
prison, while thousands already re- 
leased are still without valuable civil 
rights. 

Reviewing how the President’s 
Amnesty Board, appointed last 
Christmas, has delayed in reaching a 
decision, despite numerous amnesties 
by foreign governments, the letter to 
the President states. “The final re- 
sponsibility for amnesty under our 
system of government rests upon 
you... It is an injury to the cause 
of democracy and the prestige of our 
nation that here men who suffered for 
conscience’ sake should at this date 
still be imprisoned and deprived of 
precious rights.” ; 


LIKE SHYLOCK 


Pointing out that seven hundred 
violators are still in jail, Harold 
L. Ickes in his New York Post 
column Nov. 13, said: “ Like Shylock, 
insisting upon the last shred of his 
pound of mesh, certain people seem 
intent on inflicting on these unfor- 
tunates the last measure of tthe law. 

“J, for one, protest at such harsh 
inflexibility. President Truman found 
it easy to pardon members of the 
Pendergast gang who had been con- 
victed of vote frauds in a Missouri 
election. And after all, the thefit of 
votes is a deadher assault upon 
American institutions than an aver- 
sion to war. 


“Can we no longer forgive? Has the 
gentle quality of mercy dried up in our 
hearts If so, let us openly cofifess our un- 
fitness for leadership of the world’s 


democracies, and admit that our protestation 
of the basic rights of man are a pretence and 
a delusion.” 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 


BOOK SEARCHERS Ltd. 


The LITERATURE, &e. 


postal book service for all your book 


“* wants.” 
books in print. 


Immediate despatch of all 
Order now for Xmas. 


QUAKERISM. Information and 
Literature respecting the Faith and 


tisement copy for Dec. 26, to be pub- 
Ijshed on Dec. 24, should be received 
By first post on Dec. 19; displayed 
copy by Tuesday, Dec. 16. 


TERMS: Cash with order, 8d. per 
word, minimum 2s. 64. (Box. No. 6d. 
extra). Please don’t send stamps in 
payment, except for odd pence. 
Maxinium length: 60 worda. Address 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 8 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN about 
ef advertisement, quote its first 
words, classification, and date. 


We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre- 
anency of continuing advertisements. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


LONDON, W.C.1. & Endsleigh 
Gdns. Discussion lectureg every Sun., 
7.10 p.m. Dec. 14: “ Religion and 
Anarchism,” Bert Smith. London 
Anarchist Group. 


WEIGH HOUSE CHURCH, Duke 
St., W.1. Bond St. Tube. ‘‘ The Gos- 
pel of Peace!” Sun. evenings at 
6.26. Social hr_ follows. 


ACCOMMODATION 


TO LET furn., ‘share of ground 
floor flat, 8 mins. Earls Court 
Station. Fine double rm. and kitchen, 
bath, ete. Owner mostly away. 3 
gna. p.w. Box 818. 


PHYSIO-THERAPIST urgently re- 
qua. residence on or near South Coast. 
Box 809. 


ae ay 


LAKE DISTRICT. * Beck Allans ” 
and ‘“Rothay Bank,’ Grasmere. 
Attractive Guest Houses for. strenu- 
ous or restful holidays. Firat class 
vegetarian diet. Dormitory accom- 
moadation at special rates. Enquiries 
to: Isabel James at Beck Allans. 
Tel.: Grasmere 129. 


SEASIDE HOLIDAY ecmdtn. for 
Vegetarians at Innisfree, St. Mary’s 
Bay, Ashford, Kent. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
jock. (Station: Ambergate. Tel.: 
Ambergate 44). 


SCHOOLS 


KINGSMOOR SCHOOL, Glossop, 
Derbys. Independent Co-ed. Board- 
ing School. Recognised by Miniatry, 
acmdtn. 130 echolars, large specialisea 
staff. Fees, under 12: £135 p.a., 
over 12: £150 pw. <A few vacancies 
for January. 


PROGRESSIVE SCHOOL for chil- 
dren up to 14 yrs, Separate nursery 
for under 5’s, Prospectus: Tony 
Warner, Oakley Wood School, Sher- 
wood, Newton St. Cyres, Devon. 


MORCOTT HALL, Morcott, Rut- 
land. Boarding Schoo) for girla 
7—17. Progressive, international out- 
look, music, drama, art, dancing. 
Splendid gchool certificate results. 
Healthy country life, vegetarian diet. 


EDUCATIONAL 


HESITANT SPEAKERS and 
writers apecially helped. Lessona (cor- 
respondence or visit) 56. Dorothy 
Matthews, B.A. 82 Primrose Hil] 
Road, London, N.W.3. PRimrose 5686. 


LAND 


LAND WANTED: small acreage, 
with living acmdtn. and _ outblidgs. 
Rent or buy. State details and price. 
Nicholson, Doolittle, Ampthill, Beda. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CHRISTMAS SPIRIT carried over 
into 1948 for those whose friends 
make Peace News their Christmas 
gift. Send 8s. 6d. ea. with addresses 
and your message. Three month's 
supply, commencing with next week's 
special Christmas Number accom- 
panied by an attractive card, will 


be sent. Write immediately to Peace 
News, Ltd., 3 Blackstock Rd., Lon- 
don, N.4. 


“A CHRISTMAS Message,”"§ a 
seasonal folder representing our peace 
message in Greeting Curd form. 
Strikingly illustrated. 4s. a doz. with 
envelopes, post free. Sample 5d. 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., Lon- 
don, N.4 


THE IDEAL Xmas gift—an i 
companion! Pedigree Alsatian 
pies, black-and-silver, ready now. 
Bitches 10 gns. Dogs 12 gns. Carr. 
pd. Nicholson, Doolittle Mill, Ampt- 
hill, Bedford. 


Book Searchers, Litd., 81a Dawea Rd., 
Fulham, S.W.6. 

BOOK SEARCHERS, Ltd. Write 
for our Dec. Jist of second-hand 
books. Many out of print items you 
have been searching for. Immediate 
despatch for Xmas. Book Searchers, 
Ltd., 8la Dawes Rd., S.W.6. 

REBILEX MUST buy typewritrs. 
We arrange advrtisements and pay 
good commissions to any contacts in 
provincea who will forward replies. 
Full detaila from Rebilex Typewriter 
Ce. Ltd., 661 London Road, Westcliff 


on-Sea, Easex. 
CHEAP PRINTING! 100 memos. 
58., post-paid. 


Samples—D. Kinver, 
53 Lakeside Rd., W.14. 

COUPON FREE Furnishing Fabric, 
dyed hessian, close weave, width 38- 
40  ins., ideal for curtains, loose 
covers, bedspreads, attractive shades; 
light green, sky. rust cherry, gold, 
golden brown. Price 5s. 6d. per yd., 
pstge. 8d. (Dept. 774), Celie & Co., 
Chestnut Ave., Bedford. 

COUPON FREE, Ladies, girls new 
macks (special permit from Board 
xf Trade to sell coupon free) ‘* Silva 
Brand,”” made from new silver grey 
Balloon Fabric, with belt and hood, 
contrasting cuffs and edging, guaran- 
teed waterproof, size lengths 42, 44, 


46 ins. Price 67s. 6d. ea., pstge. 1s. 
(Dept. 774), Celie & Co., Chestnut 
Ave. Bedford 


NYLON PARACHUTE material, all 
new long panels, ideal for curtains, 
undies, blouses, etc. available in 
white, primrose, old gold (state 
colour requd., no coupons). Price 
25s. parcel, pstge. 8d. (Dept. 774), 
Celie & Co., Chestnut Ave., Bedford. 


Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Frienda’ House, Kusten Rd., London. 


IN MEMORIAM 


IN LOVING Memory of my father, 
Robert Isaac, who went to sleep at 


Leigh-on-Sea on Nov. 23, 1947 in 
his 80th year. A jife-long total 
abstainer, he neven smoked or 


gambled and always said, “Two 
wrongs don’t make a right.” He 
will be sadly missed by his son, 
Stuart, who is grateful for having 
had such an exemplary parent. 


SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 


PoW, 26 yrs., now in fifth year 
of captivity, can have freedom if he 
can get job in nursery or hot-house. 
Please write Bom 816. 

YOUNG MAN (29) with Nursery, 
Market Gardening experience, seeks 
situation, preferably with view to 
partnership. Suggestions weleomed. 
Box 817. 

FIRST CLASS duplicating: reporte, 
bulletins, memoranda, ete, Typewrit- 
ing. Mabel Eyles, 2 Aberdeen Park, 
Highbury, N.5. CANonbury 38862. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

A WORD to the ailing. Do not 
despair. Start today. Send for two 
20-page booklets of encouraging life- 
conserving information about Garlie, 
which comes nearer to a universal 
remedy than anything given hy 
Nature for the use of man. Send 
atamps 5d. to Allyso] Company, Fair- 
light, Susaex. 


6—PEACE NEWS, December 12, 1947 


The wrongs of Human Rights 


COMMENTARY ‘CONTINUED 


and the Director of the Military 
Academy has stated that “ preat 
emphasis would be laid on political 
education.” I have not che slightest 
doubt that pressure on Turkey and 
Persia will recommence. Both are 
now regarded by Russia as_ hostile 
States, and their control by fifth 
column and other approved methods 
is only a matter of time. What is 
left of Finland will go also. 


Glacis 


PPPHESE far-reaching designs are 
themselves only of a preparatory 
nature, and have the added value for 
Russian geopoliticians that they also 
offer a form of insurance. The 
stratezy employed in the last war 
whereby Russia provided herself with 
buffers in eastern Poland, Finland, 
and the Baltic States of Lithuania, 
Latvia and Esthonia, to absorb the 
first shock of invasion from Ger- 
many, proved so effective that it is 
worth using again. In case the 
Western Democracies, profiting by 
the mistakes of the 'thirties, elect to 
declare war on Russia before she has 
gone very far, there will be an even 
broader area to act as a buffer to 
neutralise attacks by atom bombs. 
Let the whole of eastern Europe be 
devasted and obliterated, if need be, 
so that the soil of Russia be saved. 
Further insurance is provided, and 
time gained to mature the Russian 
plans, by every kind of tactics that 
will retard the recovery and unifica- 
tion of western Europe. While 
Eastern Europe is to be federated, 
the West is to be “ Balkanised.” By 
all means, mainly foul, the Western 
States are to be prevented from act- 
ing in concert. The Marshall Plan 
must be sabotaged, and Communist 
disruptive action by threat, Strike, 
and riot, intensified. That is the 
meaning of what is happening in 
France and Italy. If Communism 
fully succeeds Russia will reach the 
Atlantic, and the Communist groups 
in the various countries, partly in- 
structed through the Cominform, will 
do their best. If the scheme fails the 
time-table must be extended a little 
until military occupation becomes 
practicable. How long will it take? 
Ten, fifteen, twenty years at most. 
Look at the clock! 
Human rights or wrongs 
A LITTLE “amusing” sideline is 
* afforded by the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights, meet- 
ing at Geneva. Is there to be a Con- 
vention or a Declaration of Human 
Rights? In the circumstances does it 
very much matter which? Whatever 
is decided the poor humans will be 
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deprived even of the rights they still 
ave, except the right to suffer and 
to die. 

Turning to the Far East, we find 
Russia proceeding with plans compar- 
able to those in the West. Moscow- 
trained Chinese and Korean agents 
are, I understand, now working far 
south of the Yangtze. The Comin- 
form Bureau at Vladivostok is ex- 
tremely busy, and the Communists 
now dominate nine-tenths of Man- 
churia, a country larger than France 
and Germany combined. Korea is 
bound to come under Russian control, 
and perhaps even China. In the event 
of war the Soviets will have atom 
buffers and atom bases on the Pacific 
side. Again, look at the map. 

I may be aceused of war-monger- 
ing; but the shape of things to come 
seems to me pitilessly clear. Almost 
every item of news I scan fits into 
the picture, and I cannot conceive 
that it is of any service to the cause 
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of peace to ignore the abundant 
signs and portents. The only people 
who seem to me to have read them 
with sufficient lucidity are the so- 
called cranks who ard students of 
prophecy. They have long ago identi- 
fied Gog and Magog, and all their 
host, and await Armageddon with the 
assurance that when human resistance 
is at its lowest ebb the situation will 
be righted by the Second Coming of 
Christ. 


Marching to Zion 


VOR the adventists developments in 
Palestine fulfil their expecta- 
tions. It is announced that the Jewish 
and Arab States will be in being 
shortly after Britain relinquishes the 


Mandate on May 15, 1948. It will be 
these States, according to the 
prophets, which will challenge 


Russia’s southward drive, and per- 
haps it will require such a threat to 
unite Arabs and Jews. Just now the 
troubles have started which I forecast 
in Peace News some weeks ago. I 
learn that there is still some hope 
that the kind of solution I then pro- 
posed will have consideration, and I 
can only trust that the principal sug- 
gestions will be adopted. ~ 

Finally, how does all this affect the 
Peace Movement? Many a chairman 
at peace meetings has to deplore the 
scanty attendance, and many a 
speaker must wish he were in the 
position of Molotov, able to address a 
handful with the knowledge that what 
he said would reach millions. But 
perhaps deterioration has already pro- 
ceeded too far for any “words” of 
peace to avail, or for any theoretic 
solution to be valid. There may only 
be time for “ things unattempted yet 
in prose or rhyme.” for a new, un- 
exampled, sacrificial, demonstration of 
a better order, deliberately under- 
taken by the peace-minded themselves. 
I believe they could do it, and to help 
them make up their minds whether 
they will, let them look at the map, 
and look at the clock. 


TEN YEARS AGO 


From Peace News, Dec. 11, 1937 


The children of the world are the 
only international life that is left. 
The children are now the only target 
which even the most barbarous mili. 
tarist is afraid to fire at. The child- 
ren represent the future. The 
children are those whom the Christ- 
ian religion callg upon us to care for 
without regard to class, creed or 
nationality. 


—Max Plowman. 


* * 
Said Vernon Bartlett in a London 
Regional broadcast last week: 

The reason for all this talk about 
war ig that we tried to cripple Ger- 
many after the War...It 1% 
quite impossible at the end of a 
war to get a decent treaty of 
peace. That is one of the reasons 
why war is an absurdity. 


English radio programmes from abroad 


pu 
land.” 


THE TIDE TURNS 
IN:THE U.S.S,R. 


NFORTUNATELY Mr. Zil- 

liacus, billed to speak at 
the National ‘Peace Council 
lunch-hour meeting on Dec. 3, 
was unable to fulfil his engage- 
ment, owing to his recent depar- 
ture for the United States. 
However, his place was taken at 
short notice by Ft.-Lt. B. T. 
Parkin, MP, who had lately 
accompanied Mr. Zilliacus and 
other MPs upon a month’s trip 
to Eastern Europe and _ the 
USSR, ending with interviews 
with Mr. Molotov and General- 
issimo Stalin. 


There had been no difficulty over 
meeting the leaders of the co-operative 
movement and the trade unions tin 
Moscow. The co-operative movement 
has now been brought into the towns 
to combat the high prices prevailing 
in the free markets. It has also been 
given transport priority. enabling the 
movement to buy supplies from re- 
mote collective farms. 

Journalists and other people who 
have been observing general trends 
for some time say that the 
emotional tide has turned, that the 
feeling of difficulty and_ crisis 
amongst the people is beginning to 
pass: this year’s harvest was 45-55 
per cent. higher than last year, and 
there had been one or two very 
notable achievements under the 
first post-war five-year plan. 


OUR ATTITUDE TO FASCISM 


In the three Eastern countries of 
Poland, Czechoslovakia and Yugo- 
slavia there ig alarm «at our attitude 
to Fascism. They cannot understand 
our toleration in this country of ex- 
pressions of racial hatred. To them 
this is not a matter of freedom of 
speech, but because of their own par- 
v-cular experiences, rather of life and 
death. Also, they really believe that 
their national reconstruction is such 
as to be a threat to the capitalist 
countries, Therefore capitalist coun- 
tries are bound to react ‘offensively 
and must prepare for war. It is in 
thjs light that everything happening 
in the West iis tinterpreted, and ex- 
Plaing their uneasiness over the build- 
ing up again of the German steel 
industry. 

When. the delegation pot to discuss- 


ing a trade treaty with Molotov and, 


eventually with Stalin, both put for- 
ward the view that the British 
Government had shown itself either 
unable or unwilling to carry through 
negotiations to a conclusion. In fact, 
the carrying out of negotiations was 
imposed by popular pressure, but it 
Wag necessary to break them off to 
prove the impossibility of doing busi- 
ness with Russia: all part of con- 
ditioning people for the inevitable 
war. 

The best solution of the problems 
that lie between Eastern Europe and 
ourselves is that we in Britain should 
give evidence of the same dynamic 
will to live that they possess. Any 
will to live that they possess. They are 
genuinely afraid that we are losing 
grip and slipping into the power of 
what they call American imperial- 
ism. 

We can very well ‘arrange year by 
year to deal with Russia in surpluses: 
but not having complete control of 
the national economy, our Government 
cannot make firm promises of future 
deliveries in any specified goods. This 
is a state of affairs that the Russians 
cannot envisage.. What we have to do 
is to integrate our economy with their 
planned economy. If we could get a 
trade treaty signed, it would go a 
long way towards bringing about 
understanding, to implement our own 
economic recovery, and at the same 
time might lead to a loosening of 
world tension. 


E Swiss winter programme of dail 
from 7.15 to 7.45 p.m. (GMT) are dividegd into four five-minute 
features and a final ten-minute programme of 


! Printing Co. 


y English broadcasts (see below), 
“Music from Switzer- 


The first five minutes of the pro- 
framme in English consists of a 
World News Commentary, with the 
exception of a talk on Swiss Democ- 
racy on Tuesdays and “Swiss Spot- 
light’ on Thursdays. The second 
period is given to Home News. 


The third period at 7.25 is given to 
a series of talks under the title “ To- 
wards a better world.” With the 
exception of Friday these are serial- 
ised under the following headings: 

SUNDAYS: The Christian viewpoint, 

MONDAYS: Practical achievements. 

TUESDAYS: Social aspects. 

WEDNESDAYS: The Geneva Observer. 

THURSDAYS: The Struggle for Peace. 

SATURDAYS: World Observer. 

This feature is followed by “ Views 
on the News” and “Music from 
Switzerland.” 

“Towards a Better World” is also 
included in the special programme 
sent out for the Orient, Australia, 
New Zealand and North America. In 
a footnote to their winter programme 
the Swiss Broadcasting Corporation 
of Berne say that ithey are receiving 
an average of one thousand letters 
per month from listeners. ‘“ Com- 
ments and criticisms are always ap- 
»reciated,” the note concludes. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Time GMT Station ke/s Metres 
1845—1900 Podebrady 9550 31.41 
2045—2100 os 6010 49,92 
2245—2300 ” 6010 49.92 
FRANCE 
2130—2230 Limoges I. 648 463 


FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA 


0580—0545 Brazzaville 9440 81.78 
11685 25.67 
15595 19.24 
1845—1900 9440 31.78 
11970 25.06 
2045—2100 9440 31.78 
11970 25.06 
17845 A 
HOLLAND ae 
* 1800—1815 Huizen PCJ 11730 25.58 
9590 31.28 
6025 49.79 
ITALY 
+ 1610—1630 Busto Arsizio I. 9630 31.15 
6085 49.30 
1930—2010 He 9630 31.15 
6085 49.30 
SPAIN 
T 1946—1952 Madrid—Arganda 9320 32.20 
f del Rey 
* 2000—2030 oy 9320 32.20 
SWEDEN 
0100 0125 SDB2 10780 27.83 
SBU 9535 31.46 
* 1740—1750 SBT 15155 19.80 
SDB2 10780 27.83* 
SWITZERLAND 
1915—1945 Schwarzenburg 11865 25.28 
U.S.S.R. 
1230—1300 Moscow 16440 19.43 
116380 25.79 
1400—1430 ” 15440 19.43 
11630 25.79 
2000—2030 ‘i 11630 25.79 
9720 30.86 
7200 41.67 
6020 * 49.83 
269 «1115 
2130—2230 ” 11630 25.79 
9720 30.86 
6020 49.83 
269 «1115 
*Not Sundays. }Alternate Sundays. +Sun- 


days only. 


EX-PRISON C.O’s 
RE-UNION 


J AST Saturday some fifty CO’s 
gathered at a Reunion Supper 
at Friends House Restaurant, Lon- 
don, the bond being that they had all 
at some time served nrison sentences. 
Two prominent members of the Peace 
Pledge Union took part in the pro- 
ceedings: ‘Sybil Morrison was the 
Guest of Honour and Roger Page 
took the chair and was MC for the fun 
and games.which followed the supper. 
In a brief speech Sybil Morrison 
spoke of the mixture of gaiety and 
Seriousness which pervaded her 
thoughts about prison; whilst it was 
easy for them to laugh as they shared 
reminiscences, it was right to remem- 
ber the less pleasant aspects of 
prison life—and those who were 
forced to undergo them. 

It was decided to make the first 
Saturday in. December an annual Re- 
union date and steps were taken to set 
un an informal “Old Lags Associa- 
tion,” about which further details will 
be announced later. 
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